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WHAT'S THE POINT? 


Jordan Adams 
NEO A&M Social Science Instructor 


Does your vote matter? Many times I ask students 
this question and they say that it doesn’t. They'll say 
“I'm only one vote among thousands.” It may seem 
like an individual vote is a drop in the bucket, but I 
believe every vote is absolutely critical. 

Voter turnout in the United States is usually 
around 60% of registered voters during a presidential 
election. That rate falls to around 50% in midterms 
and even lower in local elections. In most elections, a 
simple majority is enough to win, which means that 
decisions that affect the lives of citizens throughout 
the country are made by 15 — 25% of voters. The big 
difference? Turnout. 

Turnout shows that voters care about an issue. 
All government is local. If you want road conditions 
approved, you need to turn out. If you want school 
systems improved, you need to turn out. If you want 
water lines fixed, you need to turn out. Voting is 
our most direct way to influence our local, state, and 
national government. 

Voting is a right we should cherish. Through 
most of human history, citizens had little choice 
in the decisions of their state. When asked after the 
Constitutional Convention what form of government 
we would have, Ben Franklin said “A republic, if you 
can keep it.” In order to keep it, we have to participate, 
even when it’s inconvenient, even when it feels like our 
vote may not matter. We must carry on the republic 
and pass it to those who come after us. 
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The Executive Branch 


Ks WNAMNG what Yow Can accomplish, Jyou do not care who. Gels the wedi.” 


-Harry S. Truman 


The United States Constitution established the Executive Branch in Article 
II. Initially designed to manage the day to day affairs of the state, the presidency has 
developed into one of the most powerful positions in the world. The Executive Branch 
manages the entire bureaucracy of government offices, 
a vast majority of foreign policy, and many domestic 
initiatives. 

‘The presidency is shaped by, and shapes, the person 
in office. Thomas Jefferson, the third President, desired to 
shrink the military and federal government. But, due to 
pirate attacks on U.S. vessels, he vastly expanded the U.S. 
Navy. He also agreed to the Louisiana Purchase when 
approached by cash-strapped France. 

Those who have held the office of President have 
come from many different walks of life. Theodore 
Roosevelt was the youngest in office at 42. The oldest to date is Joe Biden, who was 
78 when he was inaugurated. The tallest President was Abraham Lincoln, who stood 
64”, while the shortest was James Madison, who was 5’4”. 


The pre-Presidential experience is also widely varied. 32 had previous military 
experience, while 27 were lawyers. 20 Presidents served as governors, while 15 were 
previously vice Presidents. 

George Washington set the mold for a President’s tenure, serving only two 
consecutive terms before stepping down. While he likely could have continued to 
serve throughout his life, he wanted the office 
to change hands to prevent the lure of lifelong 
power. This precedent was made law with the 
passage of the 25th Amendment. A single 
person may not be elected to the office of 
President more than twice and no President 
who has served more than 2 years of the 
unexpired term of their predecessor may be 
elected to the presidency more than once. 


To serve as a President, the candidate must be a natural-born citizen of the 
United States. This includes anyone born on U.S. soil and the children of U.S. citizens 
abroad. They must also be at least 35 and been a resident of the U.S. for 14 years. The 
President and vice President run on the same ticket and the vice President must meet 
the same requirements as the President. A single Presidential term lasts four years, with 
an election in November and inauguration in January. 


The right to impeach a President, Vice-President, or other federal office is 
reserved by the House of Representatives and requires a simple majority vote. An 
impeachment will then be tried in the Senate, with the Chief Justice of the United 
States presiding. A two-thirds vote is required to sustain the charges and remove an 
official from office. To date, three Presidents have been impeached: Andrew Johnson 
(1868), Bill Clinton (1998), and Donald Trump (2019, 2021). All were acquitted 
during a Senate trial. Facing an almost certain impeachment, Richard Nixon resigned 
from office in 1974. 

The most important job of the President is that of leadership. They are the chief 
of state, the chief executive, and the commander-in-chief of the armed forces. They 
enforce and administer laws, interpret rules, enact security measures, and exercise 
emergency authority to protect the health and safety of the United States. They 
nominate officials, Supreme Court Justices, ambassadors and ministers, and enter into 
international treaties, all with Senate approval. They can encourage legislation, veto 
legislation they don’t like, and address the Congress in the State of the Union. 

The President serves to emulate the citizen-directed policy of the United States. 
They are an extension of every elected school board member, every city councilperson, 
every mayor, and every elected dog catcher. 


“That, GYOOCIM!ANL S' the people, by the people, and for 
the people, shall not pers: h from the cath.” -Sbraham Lincoln 
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Exercising REGISTER 
Your Vote eae a 
registration website 

a» 


MAKE A * 
PLAN 


Find your polling place, 
make a voting plan. 
Check absentee or 
early voting info 


y 
keep you going 


to the poll 


GO VOTE! 


However you vote, 


make sure it counts B E A 
LIFELONG 
VOTER! 


THE ELECTORAL COLLE 


Each state Oklahoma During each / / 
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In Oklahoma, 


538 ELECTORAL VOTES - 270 TO WIN the winner of 


the most votes 
receives all 
electoral 
votes 


The candidate with the majority of 
the 538 electoral votes is elected the 
President/Vice President of the U.S. 
. These votes @e2e0c0 270 @2ece00 
Saree aaeeee— |<—eeeeen 


Senate. 


The White House is the official 
executive residence and office of the 
President and first family. Located at 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave in Washington, 
D.C., the six-story building spans 
55,000 square feet. Largely destroyed 
by the British in 1814, the building 
has been rebuilt and expanded over 
the years. 

In 1902, President Theodore 
Roosevelt began construction on the 
West Wing. Between 1949 and 1951, 
nearly the entire interior of the White 


THE WHITE HOUSE 


House was gutted and a new steel 
structure was installed. The restoration 
was completed during the John FE 
Kennedy administration between 
1961-63. The grounds span 18 acres 
and includes several garden areas and 
historic trees. 


“ When youfust go lo work 
at the White House.. oure 
actually dinking WW history and 


current events.” 
Russell Free, engineer, 1964-86 


THE WHITE HOUSE STAFF 


Much attention is paid to the 
political operations of the White 
House, but the building is also an 
important monument, event center, 
office, and residence. The White 
House hosts an average of 6,000 guests 
per day. There are also special events, 
ceremonies, and dinners for special 
guests attend. 

The task of managing the 
Executive Residence falls to the Chief 
Usher. This position was formalized in 
1897 and oversees the daily working 
staff of the residence. Approximately 
90 staff members, from cooks to 
engineers, ensure the White House 
remains in proper order. With 6 floors, 
35 bathrooms, and over 130 rooms, 
it’s no surprise that the Chief Usher 
oversees annual budget of around $15 
million. 


Some staff spend their entire 
careers working in the White House 
and the White House Usher often 
serves in several administrations. 

Another important role is the 
White House Social Secretary. The 
Social Secretary is responsible for 
coordinating between the Chief Usher 
and the U.S. State Department to plan 
state visits. These special events host 
notable foreign leaders and dignitaries. 
The events usually accompany several 
days of high-level political meetings, 
with a state dinner to highlight 
American culture. 

Whether it is the political 
work of the President or the work of 
keeping 400 doors on their hinges, the 
employees of the White House have 
stood vigilant in their commitment to 
this historic estate. 


‘No man who ever held the office 
would congratulate another or 


altaining “ -John Adams 
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“The President doesn't get 
everything he wants, the 
Congress doesn't get everything 
they want. But we're finding goo 
common ground.” 

-George W. Bush 


“She ultimate rulers, Of our 
demowacy ae not a President 
and: Senators. and Congressmen 


-Franklin D. Roosevelt 


“Being a President is like being a 
jackass in a hailstorm. There’s nothing 
to do but stand there and take it.” 
-Lyndon Johnson 


STATE VOTING OVER 100 YEARS 


(ELECTORAL VOTE) 
State _| 1924| 1928 | 1932 | 1936 | 1940 | 1944 | 1948 | 1952 | 1956 | 1960 | 1964 | 1968 | 1972 | 1976 | 1980 | 1984 2012 


‘Alabama | 
Alaska Territory - No Vote 


Arizona 


Arkansas 


California 
Colorado 


Connecticut 


Delaware 
D.c. 


Florida eq 


FREEEFEEA 
Georgia EY 


Hawaii Territory - No Vote 
Idaho 
Winois 
Indiana 
Towa 
Kansas 
Kentucky 
Louisiana (| 
Maine 
Maryland 
ca 


Massachusetts| 


Michigan 
Minnesota 


Mississippi 


Missouri 


Montana 
Nebraska 


Nevada 


New Hampshire| 


New Jersey 
New Mexico 
New York 
North Carolina 
North Dakota 
Ohio 
Oklahoma 


‘Oregon 


Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 
South Carotina 

‘South Dakota 


Tennessee 


Texas 
Utah 


Vermont 


Virginia 
Washi 


West Virginia 


Wisconsin 


Wyoming 


KEY: Republican [| Democrat ndependent or Third Party 


Source: United States National Archives 


2020 Presidential Election 


Donald J. Trump 
Home State: Florida 
VP: Mike Pence 
Party: Republican 


Joseph R. Biden Jr. 
Home State: Delaware 
VP: Kamala Harris 

_ Party: Democrat 


Popular Vote (%) 


= Biden =Other = Trump 


Electoral College (270 to win) 


@ Biden 
Trump 
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2016 Presidential Election 


Donald J. Trump 
Home State: New York 
VP: Mike Pence 

Party: Republican 


Hillary R. Clinton 
Home State: New York 
VP: Tim Caine 

Party: Democrat 


Popular Vote (%) 


= Clinton = Other = Trump 


Electoral College (270 to win) 


= Clinton 


Clinton 
Trump 

Powell 
Of Spotted Eagle 
OM Paul 

i Kasich 

i Sanders 


= Trump 


= Others 


2012 Presidential Election 


Barack H. Obama 
Home State: Illinois 
VP: Joe Biden 

Party: Democrat 


W. Mitt Romney 
Home State: Mass. 
VP: Paul Ryan 

Party: Republican 


Popular Vote (%) 


= Obama = Other = Romney 


Electoral College (270 to win) 


2008 presidential Election 


Barack H. Obama 
Home State: Illinois 
VP: Joe Biden 

Party: Democrat 


John S. McCain III 
Home State: Arizona 
VP: Sarah Palin 

Party: Republican 


Popular Vote (%) 


mObama = Other = McCain 


Electoral College (270 to win) 


= Obama 


= McCain 


@ McCain 
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IT’S PARTY TIME 


- POLITICAL PARTIES IN THE U.S. - 


One of the ways that citizens try to expand 
the power of their vote is to encourage people 
who agree with them to vote. While George 
Washington warned against _factionalism 
in his farewell address, political action can 
be accomplished when individuals organize 
themselves into a political “party” of like minded 
individuals. Over the decades, dozens of political 
parties have risen, fallen, and reformed. Today, 
there are dozens of political parties, from local 
issue parties to national organizations. The two 
strongest parties in the United States are the 
Democratic Party and Republican Party. These 
parties organize candidates, establish policy 
platforms, and attempt to win control of national, 
state, and local leadership positions. However, 


there is a growing trend of voters who don’t wholly 
identify with either party. About 1/3 of voters say 
they are independent. 


+ + + + +  F OH ~F OF ~OF ~:~ OH ~OF ~*~: ~*K ~OF 


The oldest of the 


modern political parties is the 

Democratic Party, established 

ever, in 1828. Presidents from this 
Franklin D. 


party include 
ly Roosevelt, John E Kennedy, 
and Joe Biden. The views 


and policies of the party have 

changed significantly over the 
decades, but the modern Democratic Party generally argues it is the responsibility 
of the U.S. government to protect consumers, workers, and business owners 
through economic policy. Socially, the Party emphasizes voting rights, minority 
rights, and equal opportunity. 

The Republican Party was established in 1854 by anti-slavery activists who 
opposed the Kansas-Nebraska Act. Presidents from this party include Abraham 
Lincoln, Ronald Reagan, and Donald Trump. Like its rival, the Republican 
Party has changed significantly since its inception. The modern Republican Party 
generally argues the role of the government should be fiscally conservative, taxing 
as little as possible and deregulating markets to encourage growth. The Republican 
Party emphasizes social conservatism through their moral philosophy. 

While no third-party candidate has ever won the presidency, many third party 
or non-afhliated candidates have run for the office. Prior to 1860, multi-candidate 
elections were common, however, modern third-party candidates usually serve as 
a protest vote against the candidates from the two major parties. The most recent 
challenges were in 1968, when George Wallace secured 46 electoral votes and 
13.5% of the popular vote, and 1992, when Ross Perot gathered 18.9% of the 
popular vote. These results demonstrated that millions of Americans went to the 
polls unhappy with either major party candidate. 

While the two-party system is dominant in the modern political landscape, 
it is not certain or even necessary for the future. During an election, individual 
voters decide based on a variety of factors, and while parties play a large role in 
that decision today, they may not in the future. Nearly half of younger voters say 
that they wish there were more parties to choose from. While this may be the case 
in time, voters must engage and vote now in order to enact the political policies 
they favor. 
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GEORGE JOHN THOMAS JAMES 
WASHINGTON ADAMS JEFFERSON MADISON 
Ist President 2nd President 3rd President 4th President 
1789 - 1797 1797 - 1801 1801 - 1809 1809 - 1817 


JAMES JOHN Q ANDREW MARTIN 
MONROE ADAMS JACKSON VAN BUREN 


Sth President 6th President 7th President 8th President 
1817 - 1825 1825 - 1829 1829 - 1837 1837 - 1841 


= 


WILLIAM H JOHN JAMES K ZACHARY 
HARRISON TYLER POLK TAYLOR 
9th President 10th President ith President 12th President 

1841! 1841 - 1845 1845 - 1849 1849 - 1850! 


MILLARD FRANKLIN JAMES ABRAHAM 
FILLMORE PIERCE BUCHANAN LINCOLN 


13th peadaat 14th President 15th pesdent 16th President 
1850 - 1853 1853 - 1857 1857 - 1861 1861-18652 


ANDREW ULYSSES S RUTHERFORD JAMES A 
JOHNSON GRANT HAYES GARFIELD 
17th President 18th President 19th President 20th President 

1865 - 1869 1869 - 1877 1877-1881 18812 


CHESTERA GROVER BENJAMIN GROVER 
ARTHUR CLEVELAND HARRISON CLEVELAND 
2lst President 22nd present 23rd President 24th peauen 
1881 - 1885 1885 - 1889 1889 - 1893 1893 - 1897 


RICHARD M GERALD JIMMY RONALD 


NIXON FORD CARTER REAGAN 
37th President 38th President 39th President 40th President 
1969 - 19744 1974 - 19°77 1977 - 1981 1981 - 1989 

is -y 


cCDpy 


z 


GEORGE H W BILL GEORGE W BARACK 
BUSH CLINTON BUSH OBAMA 
4lst President 42nd President 43rd President 44th President 
1989 - 1993 1993 - 2001 2001 - 2009 2009 - 2017 
bad he 
Red hed 
LQ 
* cy * 
* Sy) bad 
* * 
*| bad 
had bad 
hed hed 
DONALD * * 
TRUMP Notes 


1 President died while in office. 
eee eee 


: ; 2 _ President assassinated while in office. 
4Sth President 46th President 3  waselectedto four terms. The 25th Amendment was 
tified in 1967, limiting a president to two terms. 
2017 - 2021 2021 - ie 


4 President resigned. 
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VICE PRESIDENTS, FIRST SPOUSES 
& CHILDREN 


George Washington 
John Adams 


Thomas Jefferson 


James Madison 


James Monroe 
John Q Adams 
Andrew Jackson 
Martin Van Buren 


William H Harrison 


John Tyler 


James K Polk 
Zachary Taylor 
Millard Fillmore 


Franklin Pierce 
James Buchanan 
Abraham Lincoln 


Andrew Johnson 
Ulysses S Grant 


Rutherford B Hayes 
James A Garfield 
Chester A Arthur 


Grover Cleveland 


Benjamin Harrison 
Grover Cleveland 


John Adams 


Thomas Jefferson 
Aaron Burr 
George Clinton 
George Clinton 
Office Vacant 


1789 - 1797 


797 - 1801 
1801 - 1805 
805 - 1809 
809 - 1812 
1812 - 1813 


Elbridge Gerry 
Office Vacant 


813-1814 
1814 - 1817 


Daniel D Tompkins 


John C Calhoun 
Office Vacant 


817 - 1825 


825 - 1832 
1832 - 1833 


Martin Van Buren 
Richard M Johnson 


John Tyler 


Office Vacant 


1833 - 1837 
837 - 1841 


1841 


1841 - 1845 


George M Dallas 
Millard Fillmore 
Office Vacant 
William R King 
Office Vacant 


845 - 1849 
849 - 1850 
850 - 1853 
853 

1853 - 1857 


John C Breckinridge 
Hannibal Hamlin 
Andrew Johnson 
Office Vacant 


857 - 1861 
861 - 1865 
865 

1865 - 1869 


Schuyler Colfax 
Henry Wilson 
Office Vacant 


869 - 1873 
873 - 1875 
1875 - 1877 


William A Wheeler 
Chester A Arthur 
Office Vacant 


877 - 1881 
881 
1881 - 1885 


Thomas A Hendricks 
Office Vacant 


885 
1885 - 1889 


Levi P Morton 
Adlai Stevenson 


889 - 1893 
893 - 1897 


Martha Washington 
Abigail Adams 


Martha Jefferson 


Dolly Madison 


Elizabeth Monroe 


Louisa Adams 


Emily Donelson (Acting) 
| Sarah Jackson (Acting) 


Sarah Van Buren (Acting) 


Anna Harrison | Jane 
Harrison (Acting) 


Letitia Tyler | Priscilla Tyler 
(Acting) | Julia Tyler 


Sarah Polk 
Margaret "Peggy" Taylor 
Abigail Fillmore 


Jane Pierce 
Harriet Lane (Acting) 
Mary Todd Lincoln 


Eliza Johnson 


Julia Grant 


Lucy Hayes 

Lucretia Garfield 

Mary McElroy (Acting) 
Rose Cleveland (Acting) | 
Frances Cleveland 
Caroline Harrison 
Frances Cleveland 


William McKinley 


Theodore Roosevelt 


William H Taft 


Woodrow Wilson 


Warren G Harding Calvin Coolidge 921-1923 |Florence Harding 
Calvin Coolidge ice vacant 9231925 Grace Coolidge 
Charles G Dawes 925 - 1929 
Herbert Hoover Charles Curtis 929-1933 |Lou Hoover 
John Nance Garner |1933 - 1941 
Franklin D Roosevelt Eleanor Roosevelt 
Henry A Wallace 941-1945 
Harry S Truman 945 
Harry S Truman Collies) Weteetns ees Ae) Elizabeth "Bess" Truman 
Alben W Barkley 1949 - 1953 
Dwight D Eisenhower Richard Nixon 25921961 Mamie Eisenhower 
John F Kennedy Lyndon B Johnson |1861-1863  |Jacqueline "Jackie" Kennedy| 
Lyndon B Johnson Office Vacant 963-1965 Caludia "Lady Bird" Johnson 
Hubert Humphrey 965 - 1969 
Spiro Agnew 969 - 1973 
Richard Nixon Thelma "Pat" Nixon 
Office Vacant 1973 
Gerald Ford 973 - 1974 
Gerald Ford Office Vacant ae Elizabeth "Betty" Ford 
Nelson Rockefeller [1974 - 1977 
Jimmy Carter Walter Mondale 1977 - 1981 Rosalynn Carter 
Ronald Reagan George H W Bush 981 - 1989 Nancy Reagan 
George H W Bush Dan Quayle 1989-1993 |BarbaraBush 
Bill Clinton Al Gore 999 = 2001 Hillary Clinton 
George W Bush Dies Cini) 2001-2009 |) ura Bush 
Barack Obama pogeiden moana Michelle Obama 
Donald Trump Mike Pence 2017-2021 |Melania Trump 
Joe Biden Kamala Harris 2012 - Jil Biden 
In the absence of a spouse, a close family member of the President serves as the acting first spouse. While not an official role, the first spouse serves as a host. Historically, 
the wives of Presidents have served as first spouses. This is not a requirement, as Douglas Emhoff currently serves as the Second Gentleman to the Vice President 


Grant Hobart 

Office Vacant 
Theodore Roosevelt 
Office Vacant 
Charles W Fairbanks 
James S Sherman 
Office Vacant 
Thomas R Marshall 


897 - 1899 
1899 - 1901 
901 

901 - 1905 
905 - 1909 
909 - 1912 
1912-1913 
913-1921 


Ida McKinley 


Edith Roosevelt 


Helen "Nellie" Taft 


Ellen Wilson | Margaret 
Wilson (Acting) | Edith 
Wilson 
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Voter Registration Laws 


Online Voter 
Registration 


You can register to vote online at okvoterpotal.okelection.us 


Voter Pre-Registration 
Same-Day Voter 
Registration 


Automatic Voter 
Registration 


Any petson over 17.5 can submit registration will be entitled to 
vote on their 18th birthday. 


Oklahoma does not offer same-day voter registration. 


No. Oklahoma does not automatically register voters. 


No-excuse Mail Voting 


Requesting a Mail 
Ballot 


Continued Mail Voting 


Oklahoma allows voters to request an absentee ballot with no 
reason provided. 


Voters must provide voter ID and request a mail ballot in person. 


Voters must request a new mail ballot in each election. 


Early Voting 
Identification 
Requirements 


Voter Registration 
Removal 


Oklahoma allows voters to vote in person early by casting an 
absentee ballot. Dates vary per election. 


Voters are required to present a valid photo ID. This can include a 
state, federal, or tribal document. 


Voters may be removed from state voter rolls after four non-voting 


years. 


College Student Voting 


Oklahoma Residency 


Requirements 


Voters may choose to vote either in their home state or in their 
college state (depending on that state's residency requirements). 


A teside of Oklahoma is someone who has lived in the state 


continuously for at least 12 months. 


2024 Important Election Dates 


Voter 
Registration 
Deadline 


Election Date 


Absentee Ballot 
Request 
Deadline 


Election Day 
Hours 


Early Voting 
Dates 


November 5 
(First Tuesday after 
the First Monday) 


October 11 


Oct. 30 — Nov. 1 
8 A.M. —6 P.M. 
November 2 
8 A.M.—2 P.M. 


October 21 7 A.M. -7 P.M. 


“Ip this fob Sam not worrted 
about Nyy CREMUCS. Ht ts Ney 
ie Le 


friends that are keeping me wwvake 
Cc Cc 


ah Up: ht. -Warren G. Harding 


“I'm glad to be 
going. This is the 
lonesomest place 
in the world” 


-William H. Taft 


REGISTER TO 


“Lyouw MWC AS: happy. Ov MUAY 
this house as TS can tr leaving wand 
LCUUTUNG home, You we the: happiest 


made ti thts. COUNLTY,. . 


-James Buchanan 
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EMBRACE YOUR 
FREEDOM TO VOTE 


Dr. Jeff Birdsong 

Department Chair - School of Liberal Arts 

There are many words to associate with the college 

experience. One on everyone’s mind would be “Freedom!” 

It is exhilarating to have that freedom. Anyone associated 

with college - teachers, administrators, staff members, 
parents, and taxpayers should want college students to enjoy being college students. 
Now is your time. You decide when to go to bed and wake up. You decide when to 
eat and where to sit while having lunch. You decide who your friends will truly be. 
This is what is meant by ... Freedom! 

Textbooks describe democracy as a system of government in which the 
citizens rule. Detractors like to get in the etymological weeds and say the United 
States is not a democracy. This argument gets sidetracked by the first phrase written 
in the Constitution, “We the People.” But a certain type of democracy is expected 
to be the presiding system for all governing structures in this country, a republic. 

A republic is a representative democracy. The people govern in varying 
degrees of involvement with those in government. There is direct involvement 
through voting, and the people clearly govern themselves when they vote on issues 
through initiatives and referendums. In most areas of government, the people 
have an indirect influence. For example, they join political parties that nominate 
candidates, or they join interest groups that lobby. This type of involvement for the 
people can be judged as inconsequential, but the activity itself has a profound impact 
on messaging. The level of activity or lack thereof by the people in opportunities 
of governing adds weight to the ongoing debate on keeping a republic. It’s worth 
noting that of the government types, only democracy goes out of its way to insist 
that the people are involved. 

This brings us back to the complex word, freedom. Some may conclude 
that the whole effort of self-governing is too much, but if they do, they must be 
honest with themselves and say they don’t want to be adults. We must appreciate 
freedom with all its gifts and burdens and must keep the republic as outlined in the 
Constitution. 

NET Northeastern Oklahoma A&M College 
200 | St. NEO, Miami, Ok 74354 | 918-542-8441 
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